
Huntingfield Pre-School 
www.huntingfieldpreschool.co.uk   Tel 07936648864 
Summer Term June 2022 

NEWSLETTER 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I hope you have all enjoyed the half term week and Jubilee Celebrations. 

As we approach our last half term of this Academic year,  I would like to update you with what is going on in 
Pre-School…….. 
This half term we will be placing a strong emphasise on ‘Transition’ for the school leavers. This year we have 
31 children leaving for Primary school and these schools are as follows– 13 to Forestdale,  5 to Courtwood, 2 
to Greenvale, 2 to Gilbert Scott, 2 to St Johns, 1 to Harris Beckenham, 1 to Harris Croydon, 3 to 
Brooklands, 1 to St Nicholas and 1 to be confirmed.  

We will also be celebrating Fathers day (19 June). Our topic is ’People Who Help Us’ and I have invited a 
Paramedic, Policeman, and Dental Hygienist in to support the children’s learning. I am hoping to secure a visit 
from the Fire Brigade, but as yet I haven't got a date.  

Staffing 

As you all know, Karen Varney left Huntingfield for her new full time role at the end of May. I have not 
recruited anyone to replace her as Uncle James is returning and I have been able to juggle existing staff 
for the next 6 weeks.   

Sarah S is leaving her role in the hall for 6 weeks to support Sarah B in Room 5 and she will take over 
Karen’s key children. Sarah's key children will be supported by various staff for 6 weeks and I have emailed 
those concerned to explain. 

Transition (School Leavers) 

Some of you have spoken to me as you are concerned that your children are behaving differently at the 
moment. Suddenly they don’t want to come to pre-school or separate from you at drop off time. Some are 
more tearful or quieter than normal and some are misbehaving-more stubborn or moody. Don’t panic! this is 
quiet normal in this last term.  Most of the children are now ready to move on to Reception class, they know 
it’s coming but are not sure when. It is a very unsettling time of year and they are feeling insecure. Normally 
this is just a short term problem-a little phase they are going through. Please don’t worry, this happens 
every year and has now become expected!  

This half term we will be focusing on moving on to ‘Big School’ in a caring & sensitive way, explaining that this 
is an exciting time in their lives and highlighting the good things about it. Having a uniform day, discussions, 
relevant stories, school role play scenario’s, carrying lunch time trays, and possible teacher ‘s visits, all help 
to support transition.  

I am in contact with all the local schools to arrange transition discussions and visits and as soon as dates are 
confirmed I will let you know.   

We will be having our usual SCHOOL UNIFORM MORNING on MONDAY 11 July. This is when all the 
children leaving us to move on to Primary School are encouraged to wear their new school uniform to pre-
school, just for one morning. If you do not have all the uniform by then, just one item of clothing 
(particularly if it shows off the school colours) will be ok. I promise there will be no messy play that morning! 
If your child is not in on that morning and you would like them to be involved then please speak to me, I will 
always do my best to accommodate them! 
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Zoolab 

Our recent visit from Zoolab was amazing!! All the children loved meeting the Gary the Giant Snail/Marmalade 
the Corn Snake/Jessie the Tarantula/Bill the Giant Millipede/Jellybean the Tree Frog and Batman the Giant 
Cockroach, I was amazed at how confident many of them were. Many held or stroked the creatures and were 
keen to ask questions or share their knowledge! 

We took many photo’s which will be in your child’s folder. 

Coats, Sun Cream and Hats  

During any hot weather, please can you remember to apply sun cream to your children before they come to pre
-school and to bring a hat (I only have a small supply). The sun is very strong at this time of year and although 
most of our garden is shaded there are still a couple of small areas that aren’t. Unfortunately, for health and 
safety reasons we DO NOT apply cream to the children’s skin.  

Birthday Books 

The ‘Birthday Book’  continues to be very popular and is a great alternative to sweets. We have built up a 
significant amount of books over the last two years. For those who may not know what this is all about, we 
decided to replace Birthday sweets with Birthday books. We asked parents to donate a book to pre-school for 
their child’s Birthday and to write a short note on the inside cover so we knew who the book was from. You 
don’t have to spend lots of money, the book can be one you no longer read or from a charity shop, but if you 
wish to buy a new book, places like ‘The Works’ or ‘The Book People’ (online) sell cheaper books. We just 
thought this was a lovely idea, a great alternative to sugar!! 

Home Learning 

The Home Learning packs will be available for you to borrow from this week. They will be at the main entrance 
and must be signed in AND out please. I would be grateful if you could return the pack after 2 days so 
enabling others to have the opportunity to borrow them. 

Increase in Mornings/Payments (From September)  

If any of you wish to increase your child’s mornings in September then please email me.  

From September the fees will be increasing to £18 per morning but lunch club remains the same at £5. The 
extra curricular activities will continue on a monthly basis except for Phonic Stars which is two weekly. 
Unfortunately due to increasing costs the only way that I can continue to organise the visits is to request 
contributions of £30 termly rather than yearly. I appreciate this is a big increase but I have greatly 
subsidised the activities for many years and this is no longer possible for me to do. If  anyone has difficulty in 
making these payments please speak to me. 

End of Term Celebrations 

There will be 2 parties over the last 2 days of term. (14 & 15 July) 

The School leavers only will be having their party on the last day-Friday 15 July, followed by a leavers 
ceremony which parents are invited to. (more details to be advised shortly) 

This means that the younger children’s last day of term will be Thursday 14 July. 

Elaine 
 

 

 

 


